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us. It is not merely our privilege to be strong,
it is our duty to be strong.

The world needs Australia. The world
needs the United States. It needs us together
as partners and friends and allies. We have
stood together in the hard times as partners
and friends. Let us stand together and work
together now for a new future of peace and
possibility that extends to our children and
our grandchildren and to all the children of
the world.

May God bless Australia, the United
States, and the great friendship between our
nations. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at Par-
liament House. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan;
President Jiang Zemin of China; and President
Kim Yong-sam of South Korea.

Remarks to the Community in
Sydney, Australia
November 21, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Thank you, Prime Minister.
Thank you, Premier Carr. Mr. Lord Mayor,
Mrs. Howard, Mrs. Carr. Andrew Hoy, thank
you very much for reminding us how you de-
feated us in Atlanta. [Laughter] And thank
you for what you said about the Olympics.

Premier, you invited me to come back in
the year 2000 to the Olympics. I have to
make full disclosure—this morning when I
woke up, the very first thing Hillary said to
me was, ‘‘Now, in 2000, I think you ought
to make me your official representative to
the Olympics in Sydney,’’ which means I sup-
pose I’ll have to come back as her valet if
I wish to come. [Laughter] But I’ve had such
a good time here, I’d like to come back in
any capacity.

I thank you all very much for your hospi-
tality. It’s a great privilege for me to stand
here in Sydney Harbor, to be in these beau-
tiful botanical gardens where I had the privi-
lege this morning to go on my morning run
right by this site; to see the magnificent opera
house where I had the chance to tour on
an impromptu basis this morning. A wonder-
ful and surprised guard even took me up to
the organ, and I virtually got to count all

10,500 pipes. [Laughter] This is a magnifi-
cent place. I’m also glad to be here in the
shadow of Harbor Bridge. If any of you fol-
lowed our campaign at all, you know I’m kind
of into bridges this year. [Laughter] And I
think that that’s a bridge that will take you
into the 21st century in good shape.

As the Prime Minister and the Premier
have said, Americans have visited Sydney and
felt welcome for a long time. You might be
interested to know that almost exactly 100
years ago, our great American writer, Mark
Twain, came to Australia. Now, Mark Twain
is famous for many things, his great books
‘‘Connecticut Yankee In King Arthur’s
Court,’’ ‘‘Tom Sawyer,’’ ‘‘Huckleberry Finn,’’
all those books, but those of us in public life
in America appreciate him because he was
always puncturing the pompous and always
reminding people that they should have a
very sort of philosophical and good-humored
attitude about their troubles in life.

And we got to talking about Mark Twain
last night in this very harbor, and I told the
Prime Minister—I said, ‘‘Prime Minister,
you’re riding high now, but the first time you
get in trouble remember what Mark Twain
said about dogs. Mark Twain said, ‘‘Every
dog should have a few fleas; keeps them from
worrying so much about being a dog.’’
[Laughter] Now, whenever I complain at
home, that’s what my staff tells me. Just once
I’d like to be a flea instead of a dog, though,
in this business. [Laughter]

Anyway, Mark Twain came here almost
100 years ago, and I found out something
that I did not know until we decided to make
this trip. Like all of us, he was struck by what
he said was ‘‘the lavish hospitality of Sydney’s
people.’’ He liked the warmth of Sydney in
every way. But he said that Sydney reminded
him, more than any other place, of one par-
ticular town in America, which was exactly
as far north of the Equator as Sydney is south
of it, my hometown, Little Rock, Arkansas.
Interesting. Except Sydney got the better of
the comparison—[laughter]—because while
he said they were a lot alike and the people
were very friendly, Sydney was better be-
cause it didn’t have Little Rock’s cold win-
ters. He wrote, ‘‘You could cut up an Arkan-
sas winter into a hundred Sydney winters and
still have enough left for Arkansas and all the
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poor.’’ Well, that’s another reason for me to
come back in Sydney’s winter, to see if it’s
true.

This is a remarkable community and a re-
markable nation. In this new global culture
that we’re all experiencing, Australia’s con-
tribution has been far out of proportion to
its population in modern art, in learning, in
music, in theater, in opera, in the cinema;
the novels of Patrick White, Thomas
Keneally, David Malouf; the paintings of Sid-
ney Nolan, Russell Drysdale, Utopia artists;
the films of Baz Luhrmann, Peter Weir, and
so many others; and according to the young
people in my group, bands like Midnight Oil
and Silver Chair, Dame Joan Sutherland, and
great jazz musicians. I want to thank you,
Prime Minister, for making it possible for me
to hear James Morrison and Grace Knight
yesterday. They were magnificent. Thank you
very much.

I’m glad to stand here today with Andrew
Hoy, who did lead your remarkable team to
its remarkable showing in the Centennial
Olympics in Atlanta. His own gold medal
performance, repeating his victory in Bar-
celona, were one of the things that made the
games such a great success. And I am very
pleased that at the dawn of our new century,
the Olympic Torch will arrive here in Sydney.
We know the Olympics will be an enormous
success for Sydney, just as they were for At-
lanta.

The Olympics have captured the imagina-
tion and the heart of people everywhere. I
have thought a lot about why, maybe because
we all love athletics and maybe because we
all love competition, but I think there’s more
to it than that. And there’s something I hope
you will be able to play upon here in Sydney
because you’re perfectly positioned to do it.
I think people yearn for the Olympics today
because they work pretty much the way we
think the world should work. There are rules
and everybody follows them and everybody
has a chance to play without regard to their
race or gender or where they start out in
life and people are valued based on their per-
formance and their effort.

Even those who do not win medals—and
most of the people who will come to Sydney
won’t come close to winning a medal—but
everybody gets a chance to do his or her best,

to reach down deep inside, and everybody’s
better off for having tried. Unlike so many
other human endeavors, including the field
of politics, no one wins by tripping his or
her opponent up in the competition or stand-
ing before a microphone and bad-mouthing
the other side. You only win by playing by
the rules and doing well. And I think the
world should work more that way.

When the world comes to Sydney for the
Olympics—either literally or over the elec-
tronic media—they’ll have a chance to see
a city and a nation struggling to meet that
ideal. We have a chance on the verge of this
new century to make it possible for more
people than ever in human history to live out
their dreams and to live up to their God-
given potential.

This city has people who traced their ori-
gins to more than 140 different nations.
There are only 197 different national groups
represented in the Olympics. In our largest
county, Los Angeles County, we have people
from over 150 of those groups. We’re becom-
ing an increasingly interconnected world.
Australia has a higher percentage of immi-
grants who came here and built decent lives
and strengthened your country through hard
work than almost any other country on Earth.

When you drive down the streets of Syd-
ney tonight and you look at all these different
people making a contribution to your coun-
try, think with sadness but prayerful hope
about all the people who live around the
world who are still being persecuted because
they are different from their neighbors, be-
cause they have different religious views or
they’re from different racial or ethnic or trib-
al groups.

Think of the terrible spectacle we have
seen in Africa just in the last few days, hun-
dreds of thousands of refugees trooping back
and forth looking for a safe place to spend
the night, parents losing their children along
the way, just because they’re in different
tribes. And to those of us of untrained eyes
who have never been there, they look the
same as those who carry guns and would op-
press them.

Think of what it’s like in the Holy Land,
for all of us who are either Jewish or Muslim
or Christians, where people still believe they
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cannot live with one another because they
worship only one God but in a different way.

Think of what it is like in Bosnia, where
there is literally biologically no difference be-
tween the Serbs, the Croats, the Muslims;
where they belong to different religious
groups by accident of political history; where
people killed each other’s children with
abandon after having lived for decades in
peace.

But there is a lot of evidence that we can
all do better than that. And when the world
comes to Sydney, they will see that. So think
about that. Think about how every day in
every way, when you bring in people who
are those like me who trace their roots to
England or Ireland or Scotland, to various
Asian countries or South Asia or Latin Amer-
ica or the Middle East or Africa—every day
you do that when the world is looking at you,
you offer a rebuke to all those who would
take away the lives and the futures and the
fortunes of the children of this world because
they are different from them.

We somehow must find a way to let our
children define themselves in terms of who
they are, not who they are not; in terms of
what they believe, not what somebody else
believes; in terms of what is good inside them
and what can be developed into something
really beautiful, instead of what can be devel-
oped in terms of hatred, so they can know
that they’re better than somebody else who’s
different from them. That is the single great
challenge that is keeping us from making the
21st century the era of greatest possibility in
human history. And I cannot think of a better
place in the entire world, a more shining ex-
ample of how people can come together as
one nation and one community than Sydney,
Australia.

I’m so grateful that you’ll be here for the
Olympics in 2000. I want you to know that
the world is looking to you. And I also want
you to know that America will keep looking
to you. The Prime Minister mentioned our
comradeship in World War I, the first time
our soldiers ever fought together. The Aus-
tralians had been in combat for more than
3 years when America’s troops first went to
France. And one of them asked the Ameri-
cans, ‘‘Are you going to win the war for us?’’
The American answered, ‘‘Well, I hope we’ll

fight like the Australians.’’ Ever since then
the spirit of Australia has been renowned in
America. We respect it, and we love working
with you.

Again let me say, as I did in Canberra yes-
terday, the United States and people all over
the world are especially in your debt for your
determination to end nuclear explosions on
Earth and your leadership in helping us to
complete the Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty.

We are in your debt for setting a standard
of caring about people beyond your shores.
Time and again you have sent peacekeepers
into harm’s way to end bloodshed, Rwanda,
Haiti, Somalia, Cambodia. Almost two-thirds
of all the United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sions have had Australian troops. Whenever
the troubled places of the Earth call out, Aus-
tralia has always been there to help.
Throughout the Asia-Pacific region and the
entire world, you are seen as a beacon of
strength and freedom and democracy.

Today, when for the first time in history
more than half the world’s people actually
are ruled by governments of their own choos-
ing, we know it is the powerful example of
Australia and other freedom-loving people
that made it possible. Today more people will
live lives of dignity and peace because of the
work that Australia has done in the historic
struggle for freedom.

So let me say again, I have had a wonderful
time here. I have enjoyed it immensely. I
am about to go try to survive a golf game
with your most famous golfer. But more than
anything else, on behalf of all the American
people, I want to thank you for what you
have done and been for the United States
and the world together. And I want to wish
you well as we work throughout this 21st cen-
tury together. And I want to ask you to re-
member again when the Olympics comes
here, if you can live by the rules which gov-
ern the Olympics and show that light to the
world, it will stand as a beacon of hope for
all that everyone who lives on the face of
the Earth can become in this great new cen-
tury. And that can be the enduring legacy
of Sydney in the year 2000.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless Aus-
tralia and the United States.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at the Royal
Botanical Gardens. In his remarks, he referred
to Premier Bob Carr of New South Wales, and
his wife, Helena; Lord Mayor Frank Sartor of Syd-
ney; and Andrew Hoy, equestrian Olympic Gold
Medalist. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6957—National Great
American Smokeout Day, 1996
November 21, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every day, nearly 3,000 young Americans

become regular smokers, falling victim to
negative influences and provocative adver-
tisements and putting themselves at risk of
diseases caused by nicotine addiction. Nearly
1,000 of these children will die prematurely
and be among the more than 400,000 Ameri-
cans who lose their lives to tobacco-related
illnesses each year. Smoking is the single
greatest cause of preventable illness and pre-
mature death in our society. The use of to-
bacco is responsible for nearly one in five
deaths in the United States, and we antici-
pate that, unless smoking rates decline im-
mediately, more than 5 million people under
the age of 18 today will die from a smoking-
related disease. For a country so deeply de-
voted to the protection of our children, such
numbers are a national tragedy.

Recognizing the urgent need to reverse
these devastating statistics, my Administra-
tion has announced tough, unprecedented
measures to limit children’s access to tobacco
products and to reduce tobacco’s appeal to
children. In support of these efforts, I am
pleased to join the millions of caring citizens
who are observing the ‘‘Great American
Smokeout,’’ an annual, nationwide effort to
help millions of Americans give up tobacco
and to raise awareness of nicotine addiction
and the deadly risks associated with tobacco
use.

Twenty years ago the American Cancer
Society organized the first nationwide Great
American Smokeout. Through the Society’s
leadership, the event has helped millions of
Americans to stop smoking by proving to

them that, if they can quit for a day, they
can quit for a lifetime. In recent years the
focus of the Great American Smokeout has
broadened to include efforts to help our
young people understand that they should
never start smoking in the first place.

Since the inception of the Great American
Smokeout, the smoking rate of American
adults has dropped from 36 percent to 25
percent. Nonetheless, tobacco use continues
to take an unacceptable toll. This year,
177,000 new cases of lung cancer will be di-
agnosed. Moreover, even as the number of
adult smokers has declined, the use of to-
bacco among children is rising.

On this 20th anniversary of the Smokeout,
local offices of the American Cancer Society
are hosting a variety of events, including the
Great American SmokeScream for middle
school students, the Great American
Smokeout Pledge for high school students,
and the launching of an exciting and inter-
active Internet web page for teenagers.

The Great American Smokeout is an op-
portunity for all Americans to renew their
commitment to a smoke-free environment
for themselves and particularly for their chil-
dren. Working together on this day and every
day throughout the year, we can create a
brighter, healthier future for all Americans—
young and old.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 21,
1996, as National Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use, and I urge
smokers and nonsmokers alike to take this
opportunity to begin healthier lifestyles that
set a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 22, 1996]
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